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BOOK I knew India; what did Lord Minto and Mr. Morley, v^vl^/ then fresh to power, know or understand?" It is also what Curzon proclaimed in all sorts of ways and places, and it is what his own party Cabinet would never allow, and they even let him resign rather than accept. This notion of the "free hand" is really against both letter and spirit of law and constitution. It cannot be; and let me assure you, on my word and honour as a student of our political history, that nobody would have been more opposed to it than that excellent ancestor and official predecessor of yours, Gilbert Elliot, the friend and disciple of Burke and one of the leaders against the greatest of all Governors-General. I have not time to verify by looking into his speeches, but I am pretty sure that if the latest Lord Minto ever comes to be impeached for carrying the doctrine of the Free Hand too far, his assailants will find the best powder and shot possible in the arguments of Minto the First. At this point, I have amused myself by turning to Burke's correspondence, and in a letter to Gilbert Elliot I find this:
"No politician can make a situation. His skill consists in his well-playing the game dealt to him by fortune, and following the indications given him by nature, times, and circumstances " (including H. of C. and the British Demos!).
This sage reflection of one of the greatest of men needs not to be quoted to you, for it is exactly in the vein of your own political temper.
Oh, but I must hold up my hands at your hint of "Prerogative"! What a shock to all the Greys, Elliots, Russells, and other grand Whig shades, discussing over and over in the Elysian Fields the foundations of the happy and glorious Constitutionnesses only reflect those of the country at large,                                                     Sones of a morning, stand out in a soft and golden light. Love to her. Ever your affectionate friend."]to him. Operations will be closely watched here, you may be very sure, by one powerful man at least, and him a man of minute, industrious, and unsparing vision.
